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At it they went. The Captain was a scientific pugilist, but
Mr. Bate being in no way his inferior in skill, and far
superior in bodily strength, he in less than a quarter of an
hour gave the Captain so complete a drubbing that he
gave in, admitting he was not equal to further contest.

" Very well," said Mr. Bate, " upon one condition only
I consent to let you depart. Tell me your name and situa-
tion in life, and who has employed you upon this occasion."

The man refused; Bate knocked him down, protesting
he would beat him until he declared who he was. The
fellow, finding this to be the case, confessed that he was
Fitzgerald's servant, and being a strong, powerful man, with
some skill in pugilism, his master had made him dress in a
suit of his regimentals under a notion that he would be
able to thrash the parson.

Having thus learnt the particulars of this scandalous
transaction, Mr. Bate resolved no longer to think of treating
any of the party as gentlemen. The following morning a
narrative of the whole case was inserted in the Morning
Post, with the names of the actors in it at full length, and
subscribed at the foot by Mr. Bate. This account the
persons accused answered in another paper, asserting the
whole to be a gross misrepresentation. Whereupon Mr.
Bate republished it, verifying every word of it by a solemn
affidavit. The offenders then employed one of the news
paper editors, a man of abilities, who entered into a paper
war with Mr. Bate, endeavouring to write him down, in
which attempt he totally failed, the case being too plain;
the voice of the public was unanimously against the Three.
The officers of Croftes's regiment held a consultation upon
the subject, at which if was the opinion of every individual
present that after Captain Croftes degrading himself so
far as to be concerned in so disgraceful a transaction it
became impossible that he could remain in the Corps.
Nothing but his being a favorite with the Regiment pre-
vented his being brought to a Court martial, and, in all
probability, cashiered. A message was, however, sent to
him to advise his selling out, which of course he did, thus